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signs of a serious attempt to regenerate what remained of the
Seleucid Empire by means of over-refined Hellenism. He is
known to have consecrated a gigantic cryselephantine statue
of Nike-bearing Zeus in the great temple of Daphne, and there
is still, just discernible on the cliffs above Antioch, a curiously
busted female figure, part of a group carved by Epiphanes as
protection against pestilence.

Some time before he died of apoplexy, his people consented
without a murmur to his deification, and he assumed the title
' The God Manifest'. .

It was during this reign that the Jews of Jerusalem,
oppressed by Epiphanes' cruel anti-semitism, rose in revolt,
and under Judas Maccabaeus were so successful in their
rebellion that on the king's death they were granted freedom
to worship in their own way.

The fifth Antiochus ascends the throne at the age of nine.
He has a rival in yet another Demetrius, who is meanwhile
completing his education in Rome. Demetrius asks permission
from the Roman Senate to supplant his cousin, but they refuse.
He then receives a piece of advice from his old tutor, which
might be taken straight from Mein Kampf: ' Do boldly/ says
Polybeus, * and the Romans will acquiesce in the accomplished
fact.* So on the pretext of a hunting expedition he prepares
to ledve Rome secretly. Here there is a human little picture
of Demetrius at a bachelor party on the night he is due to
sail, and old Polybeus, who is laid up with gout, sending him
cryptic messages to moderate his drinking, in case his escape
should miscarry. He does, however, arrive safely in Antioch,
and is acclaimed by the army and later by what remains of
the Empire, but is killed a little later in a battle with another
aspirant to the throne.

Then there is a worthless creature called Balas, whose
paternity even is doubtful, and who surrounds himself with
* favourites and mistresses', and lets the state take care of
itself.

llie end of the Seleucids as a factor in history comes in the
time of Antiochus VII, Sidetes. A Parthian dynasty has
now appeared as .a formidable power in north Persia, and
its conquests already extend from Bactria to the Euphrates.
Sidetes succeeds in recovering Babylonia but, pressing on
into Media, he is completely defeated by the Parthian king